ey) = 


; WA « ‘J ex | Af If 
Nii Pst Le vd 
rs v: Jill buktd, ene ‘ oe ' 
Te Waning SE 7 df 
* ’ % * VE. a 
sag genet =% NEOSN 34 Ce aaa sy 


mes '-* THE PEACEABLE KING DOM-ISAIAH 11: 6-8 
The wolf wi 


to on % 


“l live with the lamb, the leopard will 
lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and 
the yearling together, and a (little child will lead 
them. 
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WF). For one year, | will be work- 
with seven to fifteen year olds at 
iia Kum, a Christian Canteen and 
a Cure Center for children from 
porand vulnerable families. This will 
Emy first mission overseas and is a 
gultof my search for a way to use 
Wygit of teaching, my knowledge of 
eEnglish language, and my grow- 
pacompassion for the poor in a way 
aiserves others not only spiritually 
hiphysically and mentally, as well. 
FHis an interdenominational, non- 
oft, Christian relief and develop- 
ne organization, founded in 1971 by 
b. Lary Ward. FH is working in 25 
Woountries and has about 1,300 staff, 
Ppestof which are involved in the area 
ddevelopment. FH seeks to reach out 
inthe poorest of the poor with the love 
® Christ through meeting both spiri- 
jialand physical needs. 

 FH’s vision, to which all FH staff are 
ted accountable, is to see communi- 
fés and the people within them be- 
Wenning “equipped to progress beyond 
meeting their basic needs and having 
‘agrowing group of Christians who are 


jngthe fruit of the Spirit, and reaching 


joving God and one ancther, manifest- 


gutioserve others.” Generally, FH ac- 


in New York and in Afghanistan. For 
more specific information on the work 
of FH, see www.fh.org. 

FH has also branched into areas 
outside the more “traditional” relief 
and development activities by work- 
ing in church development, child de- 
velopment, micro-enterprise devel- 
opment (giving-small interest-free 
loans to help people start small “busi- 
nesses” to earn income for the fam- 
ily), and education. 

The goal of the teachers, such as 
myself, is first to share the Gospel 
and to love and care for the children, 
who have been oppressed and 
abused, or often neglected. 
Oftentimes, the best times in the 
children’s lives are those spent in 
school or other related activities be- 
cause they experience love and are 
safe from the abuse. Secondly, 
teachers can provide educational op- 
portunities for the children that can 
help them break out of the poverty 
cycle. Additionally, | will be building 
relationships with others in the 
school and in the community. | hope 
to continue these relationships with 
the individuals and institutions, per- 


organization’s money as possible go 
out to actually help the poor and not 
mostly to the people who work for the 
organization to cover administrative 
and living costs, etc. In fact, FH is 
considering having their paid staff, 
such as those in their main office in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, raise full or par- 
tial support. This also encourages 
those of us going overseas to build a 
team of supporters back home to en- 
courage and help us, as we seek to 
do the same for them. 

You have the opportunity to partici- 
pate with me in this ministry to the 
poor with your prayers and financial 
support. We in the United States have 
an abundance of wealth, which means 
we have so much we can generously 
share with the poor in our own com- 
munities and also with our brothers 
and sisters across the world. Many of 
you are already deeply involved in 
helping the poor and some of you 
have not yet made such a commit- 
ment. | ask all of you to please con- 
sider joining me, as you are able. 

For more information, please con- 
tact me by e-mail at 
LauraFul@aol.com or by regular mail 
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Bishop Dingman 
Peace Award Dinner 
The seventh annual Bishop 

Dingman Peace Award 
Dinner will be held on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 23, 2002, at Holy 


Trinity Church, 2926 Bea- 
ver Ave., Des Moines, IA. 
Rev. Joan Dear, S.J., will be 
speaking on “Walking the 
Road to Peace in a World of 
War.” This year’s award re- 
cipient is ‘Rev. Robert Coor. 
Suggested donation for tick- 
ets is s30. for ticket infor- 
mation, contact Catholic 
Peace Ministry, 4211 Grand 
Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312, 
515-255-8114. 
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by Robert Wright 
(DMC W volunteer) 


The prophetic words of the 
Sage of the American Revo- 
lution might well have been 
echoing throughout the First 
Christian Church as Members 
of the DMCW Community 
gathered with other concerned 
citizens to respond to real and 
potential threats to American 
civil liberties in the wake of the 
horrendous events of Septem- 
ber 11. 

When our nation was des- 
pérately struggling to forge its 
newly-declared freedom, Ben- 


jamin Franklin issued this’ 


stern warning to those of his 
more timid, hesitant and reluc- 
tant revolutionary colleagues: 
“They that can give up essen- 
tialliberty to obtain a little tem- 
porary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety:” Chilling and 
challenging words expressed 
by a man who was certainly 
one of thé oldest, undoubtedly 
one of the most famous, per- 
haps the most respected and 
probably one of the wealthiest 
of the American colonists. 

As such, Franklin was thus, 
quite obviously, putting more 
of himself at risk in terms of 
not only his personal and civil 


liberties, but also his personal 
fortune, reputation and life 
than any of our Founding Fa- 


thers. 


And yet, he and they did risk 
everything imaginable for this 
unprecedented experiment in 
personal freedom, human 
rights and civil liberties which 
the world has known, and en- 
vied, since as the United 


States of America. 


It was with a sense of pro- 
tecting these same human 
rights and ensuring the con- 
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soctal justice. 


tinuance of these same 
civil liberties that members 
of the DMCW Community 
participated in a series of 
public forums on the “War 
on Terrorism” sponsored 
by the American Friends 
Service Committee, the 
lowa Peace Network and 
the Women’s International 
League for Peace and 
Freedom. 

The first of such forums 
had dealt with-attempting 
to define “terrorism”; ex- 
plain its motivating factors; 
and differentiating it from 
state-sponsored violence, 
while the second in this series 
focused upon the history, cul 
ture, and impact of colonialism 
on Afghanistan. 

‘The last of these forums held 
on November 13, 2001, con- 
cerned itself with “Civil Liber- 
ties under Threat,” and was 
heralded by many of its par. 
ticipants (as well as the time- 
léss conscience of the late Mr. 
Franklin) as the most relevant 
and appropriate in the series. 

The forum consisted of a dis-~ 
tinguished panel whose mem- 
bers included Ms. Sandra 

Sanchez, from the American 
Friends Service Committee’s 

immigrant Rights 
Project; Mr. Ben 
Stone, Executive: Di- 
rector of the lowa 
Givil Liberties Union; 
and Mr. Chuck 
Gifford, former Direc- 
tor of the United Auto 
Workers lowa Politi- 
cal Action Committee 
and current candi- 
date for the Demo- 
cratic nomination for 
lowa State Senator 
from newly created district 31 
on Des Moines’ South Side. 
Ms. Sally Frank, Drake 
UniversityLaw. Professor, 
served as moderator for the 
panel. 

Mr. Stone began the discus- 
sion by referring to the obvi- 
ous relevance of the issue of 
civil liberties, primarily in light 
of certain legislative initiatives 
at the federal and state levels, 
in response to the September 
41 attacks on America. Most 
notable of these was the rather 
cumbersomely entitled “Unit- 
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The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel call to compassionate action as summarized 
by the Serman on the Mount, In the spirit of the Catholic Worker 
tradition, we are committed to a simple, nonviolent lifestyle as we live 
| and work among the poor. We directly serve others by opening our 
home for those in need of food, clothing, bedding, a shower, or a cup 
of coffee and conversation. We also engage in activities that foster 


ing and Strengthening 
America by Providing Appro- 
priate Tools Required to. |nter- 
cept and Obstruct Terrorism 
Act,” tobe known.as the “USA 
Patriot Act, which passed the 
House by 357-66 and: the 
Senate by 98-1. 

Mg Stone reported that Con- 
gress hadenacted.this mea- 
sure following whatthe ACLU 
déscribed as “unprecedented 
strong-arm tactics of the Bush 
Administration’ with little time 
to evenconsider its provi- 
sions or impact, much less 
with substantive debate. 

Following: its passage, nu- 
merous. Congressional staff- 
ers had phoned ACLU’ s Na- 
tional offices sheepishly ask- 
ing for an explanation of ex- 
actly what their respective 

Members of Congress had 


_ just enacted, admitting with 


embarrassment that many 


had not even read the lan-~ 


guage of the bill prior to vot- 
ing in its. favor. 
As Mr. Stone outlined some of 
the provisions of the “USA 
Patriot Act” which the ACLU 
found ‘most troubling, 
DMCWers and other partici- 
pants in the audience won- 
dered aloud if some of the 
more inattentive Congres- 
sional supporters of this Act 
had subsequently expressed, 
at least to themselves, some 
decree of regret at the haste 
of their legislative zeal since 
according to an ACLU Publi- 
cation various measures of 
this Act would: 

Expand the ability of the 
government to conduct secret 
searches in anti-terrorism in- 
vestigations and in routine 
criminal investigations unre- 
lated to terrorism; 


Create a broad new 
definition of “domestic 
terrorism” that could 
sweep in people who en- 
gage in acts of political 
protest and, subject then 
to wiretapping and en- 
hanced penalties; 

Minimize judicial super-. 
vision.of telephone and 
internet surveillance by. 
law enforcement authori- 

. ties. in. anti-terrorism in- 
vestigations, and in crimi- 
nal. investigations unre- 

lated to terrorism; 
Grant the FBI broad access 
to sensitive medical, financial, 


_mental health and educational 


records about individuals with- 
out*having to show evidence 
of a crime and without a court 
order; 

Put the CIA and other intelli- 
gence agencies back in the 
business of spying on Ameri- 
cans by giving the Director of 
Central Intelligence the au- 
thority to identify priority tar- 
gets or intelligence surveil- 
lance in the United States; and 

Allow searches of highly per- 
sonal financial records without 
notice and without judicial re- 
view based on a very low stan- 
dard that does not require 
probable cause of a 
crime or even rel- 
evancy to.an.engoing 
terrorism.investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Stone also 
noted the availability 
of a pamphlet pub- 
lished by the ACLU in 
various languages 
entitled “Know Your 
Rights,” which pro- 
vides information 
about what to do if 


you are stopped by the police, 
the FBI, the INS, or the Cus- 


toms Service. 


Mr. Sanchez further elabo- 
rated on certain provisions of 
the “USA Patriot Act” stating 
that since this legislation had 
only recently been passed, on 
October 26, 2001, the vast ma- 
jority of Americans were prob- 
ably not yet even aware ofits _ fragility of certaly 
existence. let alone its all-en- 


compassing ramifications. 


It was noted, however, that action to oppose 
public officials at all levels, as 
well as religious leaders from 
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Worker House at. 713 
Indiana Avenue for. Ri- 
chard Flamer’s Chiapas 
Project. It’s good to 
hear that Fr. Frank is 


of the way churches 
gicould be alone to pray 
Pospeak to God. 
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sity. 


He has 
such compassion and caring 
it is always a joy to be near 
him. He has grown every day 
in his love for the works we do. 
He took a much deserved 
break over Christmas and 
New Year to visit his family. 
He was much missed by us all. 
We are truly inspired and 


borhood around the Catholic 


House) keeps looking better 
along with the house Mike and 


recovering well from his heart 
| hear that Fr. Frank 
and my buddy, Ed Bloomer, 
will be going to court in Janu- 
ary for crossing the line at 
Offutt Air Force Base. They're 
in my prayers and thoughts. 
We're going to have a new 
church in the neighborhood. 
They’re building on the corner 
of 7" and Forest. Along with 
that, there will also be a gro- 
cery store on 7th and Univer- 
Many houses were 
moved to different spots on 
our block instead of destroy- 


blessed by-his:presence. 
Frank has been doing excel- 
lent with his recovery from his 


heart attack. He passed 
Phase | of his program at 
Mercy Hospital“and is now-in 
the maintenance part of the 
program. He is'grateful for all 
prayers, cards and phone 
calls. He did not get arrested 
at the Feast of Holy Innocents 
in Omaha as you may have 
read in the paper. 

Eddie took a much deserved 
break at Thanksgiving to visit 
his family in Louisville. He 
came back happy to be doing 
the works of mercy. Eddie 
went to court on January 3" 
for his line-crossing last Au- 
gust at Offutt Air Force Base. 
He will be sentenced on March 
6. Keep himand Frank in your 
prayers. We are proud of their 
commitment to nonviolent civil 
disobedience. If you don’t 
stand up for what you believe 
in, don’t expect anyone to 
stand up for you. 

Mike Thompson has been 
very busy handing out coats 
and Jong underwear. He has 
a great eye for what size is 
needed. He has been busy on 
the house doing the day-to- 
day works. He is a doer and 
always willing to give of him- 
self. ‘ 

Fran and Mike Fuller have 
been very busy. Fran crossed 
the line at the Feast of Holy 
Innocents and was arrested. 
Go, Fran! Mike Fuller, by de- 
fault, won the Chess Tourna- 
ment. We hope to have an- 
other one soon so we can give 
out the trophy. Fran has been 
busy collecting and inputting 
all the articles forthe via pacis. 


ing them to make room to build 
the store. In fact, two houses 
were moved to the lot where 
we had a community garden, 
the spot where the DMCW 
celebrated it's 25" anniversary 
last summer. | hope these 


empty houses become good 
homes for good neighbors. 
I'd like to share with you 
some things I’ve been think- 
ing about.-Every time America 


goes to war with some coun- 
try, we take in a loi of refugees. 
It might be just for a year or 
two. Mankind must put an end 
to war, put aside our greed, 
put aside control and power, 
and let others have some con- 
trol and power over their lives. 
As a country with plenty to 
give, we give very little and 
take much more. We have 
people that come to our coun- 
try after we destroyed a large 
part of their country, their his- 
tory and their lives. So they 
come to America for a better 


She is doing.an.excellent job. 

Yusupha’Sanneh has been 
working at his new job driving 
a semitrailer to raise the funds 
to get a degree in civil engi- 
neering at lowa State Univer-’ 
sity. He manages to be in 
good spirits even while deal- 
ing with problems in his coun- 
try, Gambia. 

Jerry and Irving have been 
working hard. Jerry helps out 
around the house and Irving 
has been keeping us in clean 
laundry and towels. No small 
feat with only one washer and 
dryer. If you know of anyone 
who would like to donate a 
good washer and gas dryer, 
please let us know. 

Richard Flamer has been 
busy rounding up stuff to take 
to Chiapas. He is planning on 
two delegations going down 
this year. He and Ted have 
been keeping up on the hard- 
wood floors at Dingman 
House. 

We have a new friend who 
has blessed us with his many 
questions. He is a great dish- 
washer and’a great talker. If 
you see a smiling face you 
don’t recognize, say “hi” to 
Don Cain. from Cumming, IA. 

Jackie has been busy with 
her granddaughter who cel- 
ebrated her first birthday in 
November. She went to Kan- 
sas City to visit her best friend, 
Jamie, and to see her Godson 
who calls her Aunt Jack. She 
has been fighting a cold fora 
long time so keep her in your 
prayers. 

My three sons, Julius, 
Joshua and Jordan, loved 
their winter break. Julius went 
to his grandmother’s in Dav- 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


life, a good job, a place where 
they're accepted for who they 
are. They come here to work 
so they can send money home 
so their loved ones and fami- 
lies can live. Atthe same time, 
we have people coming from 
poor countries for the same 
reasons... In my lifetime, a 
large number of people have 
come to America due to wars. 
There was the Korean War, 
the Bay of Pigs in 
«x Cuba, the war in 
: 4 = Vietnam, Laos, Cam- 
bodia, a large part of 
Central America , 
Panama, Iraq and 
now, Afghanistan. 

It seems to me that 
our country treats 
leaders of other 
countries better than their 
people. Many American com- 
panies have moved to, other 
countries for cheap labor and 
factories. They pay the 
people much less than those 
in America doing the same 
jobs. It would be good if these 
people in the poor countries 
like Mexico were paid a living 
wage from these companies 
that are opening nothing more 
than sweat shops and making 
local politicians richer. 

| believe that if we are to sur- 
vive as a world, we need to 
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enport for four days. Joshua 
stayed over at his buddy 


-Michael’s a couple of times: 


Jordan stayed up until the wee 
hours of the morning watching 
movies and reading. They are 
all excited to be back in 
school. Julius is doing good 
for the East High basketball 
team. Josh brought ali his 
grades up. Jordan got all A’s 
except one which as a B. He 
received a certificate for his 
high grades. 

| was very busy in Decem- 
ber. | finished my classes with 
a B in Ethics and a C in Eco- 
nomics. They were very tough 
classes, but | learned a lot 
We had a nice Christmas Din- 
ner at the House. We also 
had party food on New Year's 
Day that was a nice time for 
our guesis. | start back to 
school on January 7. Please 
keep me in your prayers...|’m 
taking Algebra. 

| feel very blessed to live in 
a community that not only talks 
the talk but also walks the 
walk. We know that would not 
be possible without each and 
every one of your prayers. So 
keep it up. May you have a 
joyous New Year. God Bless. 


Carla Dawson 
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share more not just govern- 
ment to government but to 
people to people. We should 
not forget our own people like 
Native American Indians, the 
family farms that are being 
wiped out by large corporate 
farms, hog lot farms, bank 
and government loss of jobs. 
{ find that every time a fac- 
tory closes and the head 
CEO's are paid for it like foot- 
ball players that get large 
contracts, they almost do the 
same amount of damage as 
those that bombed the World 
Trade Center. Instead of 
blowing up buildings, they 
hurt people that had a future 
to pass on. Look at rural 
towns in lowa and in your 
state. Look around, get in- 
volved like | do when | meet 
someone and think that they 
might be diabetic and don’t 
know it, which is a little off the 
subject. 

| wish you all God’s bless- 
ings. May. Christmas bring 
you the many joys of the sea- 
son and may the New Year 
bring some peace to this 


world. 
@ 
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All About Generosity 


By Kari Giltner (DMCW volunteer) 

One of the most beautiful characteristics that can be 
found in human beings is generosity. This is one of the 
reasons | love to go to the Catholic Worker House to in- 
teract with the guests and to quietly observe them. It is 
wonderful when people who have, share with people who 
have not. A place like the Catholic Worker House exists 
mainly because of the generosity of people who are will- 
ing and able to donate their time, money, and 
possessions. For this, we heartily thank you. 

But let me speak for a moment of another instance of 
generosity. At this point, it is important to consider the 
actions of the people involved and not dwell on your opin- 
ion of the product, cigarettes. | have witnessed two home- 
less men, for instance, who probably between the two of 
them, don't have a buck in change. But, one of those 
men has a couple of smokes and will share them or even 
give away his last smoke to another who is without. Many 
times | have seen a person who has little to share, will- 
ingly give it away to someone with less. And let me tell 
you, this | know from experience, when you don't know 
where your next dollar is coming from, cigarettes are worth 
their weight in gold. 

Time after time, | have seen these dear people eagerly 
share with one other and think nothing of it at all. Do you 
see the beauty of it? It’s incredible; isn’t it? | am in awe 
when allowed to witness it. When you feel like every- 
thing is wrong in your life, and you are overwhelmed with 
the weight of your responsibilities, | would encourage you 
to come over to the Catholic Worker House for a bit and 
see the beauty. 


“Let us not despair. Let us 
not loge faith in man and cer- 
tainly not in God. We must 
believe that a prejudiced 
mind can be changed, and 
that man, by the grace of 
God, can be lifted from the 
valley of hate to the high 
mountain of love.” 

~Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Dear Catholic Workers: 

Your last via pacis was terrific and 
the essay “What Would Jesus Do?” 
by Anne Scott was so vital and true. 

It has occurred to me that — if not 
for an accident of birth, | would be 
termed a terrorist. 

If | had been born a Muslim in Afghanistan and starving 
and forced to watch as my children died of starvation, | would 
be going to leaders to say what could | do? 

And if they responded would ! be willing to give up my life, 
| would say better than watching others die. And if they 
said, would | be willing to destroy a building of economic 
leaders, | would say gladly if they are these western rich 
who build their fortunes at the expense of the poor. 

And if they offered me the opportunity to learn to fly a 
plane and told me to hit the world Trade Center, | would 
have gone. 

But by accident of birth, |am paying taxes to support an 
overblown military to strafe the women and children of an 
Eastern nation. 

Thank you for via pacis, and keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Caroi, Estherville, 1A 
11/16/01 


Encouraging Words from our Readers 


by Fran Fuller 


Helen Oster, Rita 
Hohenshell and !| recently 
attended the Call to Action 
National Conference held 
in Chicago on November 
2-4, 2001. This was a re- 
gional conference at- 
tended by over 2,000 
people and the agenda 
spanned a range of topics 
in church reform, social 
justice and spirituality. 
There were speakers from 
Asia, Africa and Latin 
America and an interna- 
tional panel of liberation 
theologians. The confer- 
ence provided times both 


for praying and learning about 
significant issues confronting our 
church and society. 

Call To Action USA (CTA) is an 
independent national organiza- 
tion of over 22,000 people and 
40 local organizations who be- 
lieve the Spirit of God is at work 
in the whole church, not just in 
its appointed leaders. They be- 
lieve the entire Catholic Church 
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You have a choice, 


National War Tax Resistance 
Coordinating Committee 
PO box 6512, Ithaca, NY 14851 
1-800-269-7464 www.nwtrce.org 


I've been reading the DMCW newsletter for a number of 
months. | am a young (30) Catholic who has fairly recently 
returned to the faith in which | was raised. However, | have 
always been interested in social justice issues, specifically 
pacifism. 

Since September 11, | have felt alone in a sea of people 
who want nothing but vengeance in the wake of the attacks. 
That is why | read with great interest the latest newsletter 
with Dorothy Day’s pacifist statement boldly printed on the 
front. | felt, for the first time, there were others with whom | 
shared convictions. Wow, thanks for sending a wonderful 
newsletter just when | needed it. | would like to become more 
involved with DMCW. 

As you can tell, |! am obviously a complete novice at this 
sort of stuff, but | am willing to learn. I'm reading Loaves and 
Fishes and trying to get a peaceful message out to the people 
in my parish and my community, but it’s so difficult because 
everyone, it seems, is unwilling to open their hearts to the 
notion that peaceful solutions are possible. 

What can | do, how can | become involved in DMCW, do | 
sound like a complete fool? | hope to hear from you soon! 

God bless, 

Leigh, Hamburg, IA 
11/09/01 
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(Simpson College 
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DMCWers Join L 04.0 00 at Annual 


by Ted Walger 

Perhaps coincidentally, but 
certainly not ironically, the 
very weekend thousands of 
people gathered in hope and 
in action to close down the 
School of the Americas (SOA), 
the Gospel reading was taken 
from Luke 21: “Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom...” It is a 
passage wherein Jesus real- 
istically forewarns us of con- 
tinual wars and manmade di- 
sasters and the persecution of 
those who live out their faith 
in Him. This is a reality that 
for many is very much in the 
present day and demands our 
testimony to the countless in- 
justices committed and pro- 
moted by this school, This 
year we were fortunate 
enough that the very same 
judge that sentenced 26 of 
those who crossed the line last 
year protected our right to 
demonstrate at the entrance of 
the base. 

It being my first time at the 
SOA protest, | was experienc- 
ing everything wide-eyed and 
open-minded. | decided be- 
forehand to participate more 
passively, to soak everything 
in like a sponge. Little did | 
know | would be bombarded 
with the sights and sounds of 


all-too-real horror stories that 
come out of that military 
school, and true visions of 
peace from the community 
that gathered there in the spirit 
of non-violence. There were 
talks by witnesses and activ- 
ists, songs sung of bloodshed 
and the tears of injustice. The 
weekend was filled with mixed 
emotions, from outrage to joy. 
| am still trying to decipher all 
those thoughts and emotions. 


Yet there are several as- 
pects in particular about the 
weekend that inspire me. One 
thing was new to us all — a 
fence blocking the once open 
to the public entrance to the 
base. The fence, a precau- 
‘tionary addition since the Sep- 
tember 11 attack, serves its 
function to Keep the unwanted 
and the dangerous out. But 
in the true nature of nonvio- 
lent protest, an act that aims 
to bring both the oppressor 


and the oppressed to a higher 
level in the redeeming power 
of justice, the demonstrators 
began to decorate the fence, 
covering it beyond recognition 
with crosses and banners. It 
became a beautiful sight. 

The symbolism of the 
crosses, which represented 
those murdered by graduates 
of the SOA, transformed the 
forbidding fence into a meving 
memorial. Likewise, another 
use of symbolism had a strik- 
ing impact on me — the street- 
theatre puppets. Since that 
weekend, | have tried hard 
during my reflection to put into 
words why the puppets were 
so amazing to me. Perhaps 
because, in a simplistic way, 
they helped me visualize the 
injustices being done — some- 
thing about which | had only 
read and heard. This imag- 
ery reminds me that art, 
whether it be puppetry or 
painting, can be just as much 
a part of the resistance as the 
written and spoken word. And 
yet, being moved only by sym- 
bolism can lead one astray as 
can being too much grounded 
in the literal. 

| am grateful to Lana Jacobs 
of the Columbia, MO, Catho- 
lic Worker for providing hos- 
pitality out of rented apart- 


Fr. Roy Bourgeois 


ments. It is a blessing to be 
able to serve at the same time 
as demonstrate — a balance 
with which Catholic Workers 
necessarily struggle. Thank 
you so much, Lana. 

My reflections return back to 
the harrowing Gospel, which 
preceded and prepared us for 
the march. In his homily, how- 
ever, Fr. John Dear made us 
faugh, again mixing joy with 
fear, the very paradoxes and 
mysteries that pervade our 
lives on both the real and sym- 
bolic level. Fr. John reminded 
us what it is that is driving us, 
the Holy Spirit. 

The following morning, we 
cried out “Presente!” to the 
seemingly endless list of vic- 


SOA Proteg 
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| Editor’s Note: E 

I The US Army School of Americas (SOA), based in Fort I 

I Benning, Georgia, trains Latin American soldiers in com- | 

| bat, counter-insurgency, and counter-narcoties: Graduates i 

J of the SOA are responsible for some of the worst human J 
rights abuses in Latin America. Among the:SOAs nearly 
60,000 graduates are notorious dictators Manuel Noriega 

yard Omar Torrijos of Panama, Leopoldo Galtieri and I: 

t Roberto Viola of Argentina, Juan Velasco Alvarado of Peru, r Sa 
Guillermo Rodriguez of Ecuador, and Hugo Banzer Suarez 

i of Bolivia. Lower-level SOA graduates have participated in I 
human rights abuses that include the assassination of Arch= I 

I bishop Oscar Romero and the El Mozote Massacre of 900 

I civilians. 

| On January 17, 2001, the SOA was.replaced by the West- | 

| ern Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHISC). J 
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Send-Off for Ed and Fr. Frank 


Fd Bloomer of the DMCW appeared in Omaha Federal Court 
nJanuary 3, to face charges of criminal trespass stemming 
Fonthe August 9, 2001, line-crossing at Offutt Air Force Base 


Merch 6, 2002, at 9 AM. 


gstfour times he appeared in 
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fy Michelle Wentworth 
Simpson College 

Senior, Indianola, IA) 
On December 26, | em- 
barked on my first Feast of the 
Holy Innocents Retreat. | was 
excited to go and be with like- 
minded persons who give 
yice and action to their be- 
iefs. | was also a bit nervous 
and didn’t know what to ex- 
pect. | was looking forward to 
the chance to put my own be- 
jefs into practice by crossing 


‘the line at Offutt Air Force 


Base with new friends and 
kindred souls. 

Over the next few days, 
people came and went, ex- 
changing stories and catching 
upon time gone by. There 
were discussions about this 
book and that politician. 
There were card games and 
walks around campus. There 
were phone calls to the press 
and food prepared in the 
Kitchen. What | experienced 
there, in the basement of St. 
John’s Church on Creighton 
University campus, was a true 
sense of Christian community, 
of Koinonia. 

On Thursday morning, we 
visited Offutt AFB and read 
the infant narrative from the 
Gospel of Matthew telling 
how Herod killed all boys un- 
der age 2 in an attempt to kill 


WpBellevue, NE. Ed pled no-contest and will be sentenced on 


Because of Fr. Frank Cordaro’s heart attack, his court ap- 
sarance has been postponed to March 6 at 1:30 PM in Omaha 
federal Court. He intends to follow Ed’s lead by pleading no- 
gntest and requesting to be sentenced the same day. The 


court for this charge, he has 


‘ezived a six month prison term. 


folk singers Charlie King and 


Jeren Brandow will be giving a concert at 7 pm on March 1 at 
fefirst Unitarian Church, 1800 Bell Ave, Des Moines, IA. Sug- 
gsied donation for tickets is $10 each. Any money raised 
teond Charlie and Karen’s expenses will be donated to a 
ison fund for Ed and Fr. Frank. For more information, con- 
‘ectBrian Terrell at 515-255-811 
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United We Stand 
- For Peace - 


the ‘dangerous’ baby Jesus. 

We also saw the layout of 
where the demonstration 
would take place the following 
day. After lunch, we got to- 
gether to talk about why we 
were there. | heard people ex- 
press the desire for peace 
worldwide, for justice to be 
done so that ail could live with- 
out fear, and for most people 
these desires came out of a 
sense that as Christians we 
are called to live a life of non- 
violence. Fr. Frank shared his 
knowledge on Offutt AFB, 
home of STRATCOM, and 
some of its history. He and his 
brother, Tom Cordaro, (Na- 
tional Council Chairperson, of 
Pax Christi USA) went over 
past demonstrations and what 
we could expect the next day. 

Those who had decided that it 
was right for them to cross the 
line gathered to discuss the 
details and prepare their state- 
ment. Thursday night Tom dis- 
cussed how the events of 9-11 
are connected with the capa- 
bilities at Offutt AFB and how 
terrorism can be found right 
here in the Midwest. 

Friday morning, Fr. Jack 
McCaslin celebrated the Eu- 
charist. We then gathered at 
Offutt with our supporters to 
pray, hear again the words of 
Matthew, to raise our voices in 


— 
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Line Crossers: Tom Cordaro, Fran Fuller, Michelle Wenbvorth, 
Sira MeEbnury, Paul Fried, Dagmar Hoxsie, Fr. Jack McCaslin 


Fr. Frank Cordaro & Ed Bloomer 


song and stand united for 
peace. We were met with 
press reporters and also a 
few disapproving passers- 
by who shared their opin- 
ions. 

We had agreed it was im- 
portant to remember that the 
base personnel are our fel- 
low human beings and we 
would each make a short 
personal statement at the 
line, so that they also had 
the opportunity to see us as 
people [specifically as a fa- 
ther (Tom), a high school re- 
ligion teacher (Paul), moth- 
ers and grandmothers 
(Dagmar and Fran), a priest 
(Fr. Jack), as a peer (Sarah), 
and as a college student re- 
cently engaged (myself)]. 
As | listened, | heard my fel- 
low line-crossers speak sim- 
ply yet eloquently of peace 
and love for all who dwell on 
this earth, and a willingness 
to give voice to those who 
suffer from violence - espe- 
cially at the hands ofthe vio- 
lence our government dic- 
tates and our tax dollars fi- 
nance. 

After we each made our 
statement, we joined hands, 
crossed the line, and knelt 
to pray the Lord’s Prayer. As 
soon as our knees hit the 
ground, the military police 
led us away. We were hand- 
cuffed, seat-belted into vans 
and driven to a building on 
base where we were pro- 
cessed. The handcuffs 
were cut off, photos and fin- 
gerprints were taken, and 
we were given “ban and bar” 
letters banning us from base 
property for 2 years (Fr. Jack 
and Fran are banned for 5 
years due to previous dem- 
onstrations).. They then 
drove us just off the base to 
where Richard was waiting 
to take us back to the rest of 
the group who were waiting 
at the Village Inn. 

It was an experience to re- 
member, and 1 can only hope 
that our words and our ac- 
tions at the base that day 
spoke to someone and 
caused reflection on the vio- 
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Attac k 
Update 


by Fr. Frank Cordaro 

1 continue on my road to 
recovery. No major set 
backs so far. I’m taking my 
meds and have lost about 15 
pounds. | finished “Phase 
Two,” the physical rehab 
program at Mercy Hospital, 
and hav: started swimming 
aguin at the YMCA. I've 
bsen back at the DMCW for 
a couple of months now. And 
| completed my temporary 
parish assignment Decem- 
ber 31 at St John’s inf 
Cumming IA. In short, all is 
going well for me. 

I'm still in my recovery 
phase. The doctors say it 
takes a full four months be- 
fore they'll know if the four 
stints they placed in my 
heart are working and can 
give me a clean bill of 
health. My final wrap-up 
doctor’s appointment is set 
for January 15. 

| want to thank everyone 
for their support and 
prayers. My heart attack was 
a real scare and wake up 
call. | am grateful for the 
second chance on life that’s 
been given me and hope to 
make the best of it. 
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lence that is accepted as a given 
fact in this society. My other 
hope is that'll have the oppor- 
tunity and courage in the com- 
ing years to support and partici- 
pate in continued actions to pro- 
mote peace and non-violence. 


Should the Omaha Catholic Charities hold its 
annual fundraiser at the SAC Museum? 
DMCW says “No!” How about you! 


Shame on the Omaha Archdiocese! You can’t raise 
money for the poor and feast at the SAC Museum with- 
out blessing the bloody Cold War it represents, its weap- 
ons of mass destruction. and its evil intent to use them. 
They also mock the pocr we-strive to serve. 

In Match, for the fourth year, the Omaha Archdiocese 
will -hold its annual Catholic Charities fundraiser at the 
SAC Museum (exact date to be announced)..Last year 
four DMCWers protested 
the event. We invite you | 
to join us this year in 3 
peaceful protest urging ESO ees 
Omaha. Catholic Charities 
to. come to their “Faith” senses and discontinue hosting 
this fundraiserat the SAC Museum. Contact Fran Fuller 
at the DMCW for details at 515-282-0585 or email 

See catholiccharities@ccor 
near St. Patrick's Day. 


ba.ord for fundraiser date 
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DMCWers: Ted Walker, Fran Fuller, Ed Bloomer 
Peace Vigiil 
Please join our weekly peace vigil held every | 


Wednesday from 4 to 6 PM at Nollen Plaza in down- I 
town Des Moines, IA. I 
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Address Service Requested 


DMCW NEEDS ——— 


Prayers! Without them, none of the rest matters. (REALLY!) 


1 Money! Winter months are always more costly. Our utility bills go sky high during 
, these cold months. Cash donations large and small are always welcome and needed. 


Renovation Needs! If you have not visited us in the last couple of years, you will be 
surprised at all the work that’s been done on our houses. still, there is a lot more that needs 
to be done. Ligutti House needs exterior painting, windows and completion of the new 
porch. Lazarus House needs a new roof, basement renovation, and back stairway. Dingman 


House needs basement shelving and an updated kitchen. All three houses need fire escapes 


f= and have electrical and plumbing needs. So good carpenters, plumbers and electricians are 


always needed. We need folks wha can take on a specific project whether they do it themselves or pay to have it done. 


es. Especially needed are coffee, 


Food and Stuff! We can always use canned and dry goods as well as toiletri 
disposable razors and shaving cream, 


100% fruit {uice, breakfast cereal, canned fruit, vegetables, beans, soup and stews, 
shampoo, hand soap, toilet paper, tissue, paper towels, maxi-pads and tampons. 


duals or work crews to help with maintenance and general cleaning. There 


Finally, we are always looking for indivi 
4 help us out with the hospitality. 


is a lot of yard and garden work to be done. People are always welcome to come an 
Just give a call or drop by. 


Thanks for your continued support. 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker, 1310 - 7th St., Des Moines, 1A 515-243-0765 
to: PO Box 4551, Des Moines, [A 50306 


Please send contributions 


